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Quarterly Update--December 2004

Welcometo Las Lianas first Quarterly Update. Every three months, we will highlight one aspect of our
program. This end-of-year issue offers a report on the annual cycle of our fish-farming project.

| ndigenous Aquaculture

Completes a Cycle

Hereinthe north, December brings short days, long
nights, and thetrue start of our cold season. In
Ecuador’ sAmazonregion, where LasLianasis
developing nativefish-farming with our Secoya
partners, thismonth heraldsthe start of the dry season.
The next few monthswill beagood timeto build and
repair fishpond dams, and to collect wild fishto

popul ate fishponds.

Collecting wild fish to stock in fish ponds.
Cuyabeno, December 2003

Thetop priority of our aguacultureprogramisto
deveop thefull-lifecydeaguaculture of native
Amazonian fishandinthe past year we have made
important progress. Last December, we organized a
fish collecting trip to the flood-plain lakesaong the
Cuyabeno River (atraditional fishing areanortheast of
the Secoyd smodernterritory) wherefdling water
levelsmadeit relatively easy to capturelivefish. We
brought back closeto 100 fish of fivedifferent cichlid
speciesto serve as brood-stock in Secoyafishponds.
Continued on back

THANK YOU!

Wewant to thank everyone who has contributed to
LasLianasinour first full year asanindependent
organization. Individua donationsrepresent an
important and growing part of our overall budget and
wearegrateful to our many friends and supporters.
Checksto support our work can besent to:

LasLianasResource Center
301 East Hadley Road
Amherst, MA 01002

Y ou can also donate on-lineat our website:
ladianas.org

Other Highlights From 2004

¢ LasLianashe ped stop construction of aroad
through Secoyaterritory planned secretly by
Occidenta Oil Company, theloca municipa
government, and neighboring settlers, without
consulting the Secoya. Theroad may eventudly
be built, but the Secoya have established that it
requirestheir approval and discussion under the
terms of the Code of Conduct signed in 1999.

e LasLianashasbegunapartnershipin Ecuador’s
southern Amazon withthe Achuar and Shiwiar
peoples, to hdp unify dl theland holdings of each
nationality under asingle collectivetitle. In 2004,
we carried out an andysisof thelegd status of
their lands. Over thenext 2 yearswewill provide
technical andlega support to solidify land dams
and reaffirmthe collective and indivisblenature of
their territories.

¢ \Wehavebegunincorporation of LasLianasin
Ecuador, animportant step that will facilitate our
ability to develop new programs.
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A Year of Fish Farming

Secoya fish farmers collect baby fish from one
pond to distribute to their neighbors. Oct. 2004

Continued from page 1

A second trip in January, carried out by project
participantson their own using techniqueswe
developed in December, brought additiond fish. Since
then we have been working closely with the Secoya
fish farmersto managethe care of thefishto ensure
good survivd, growth and reproduction.

Thework hasbeen very successful and in the second
haf of theyear we have taken advantage of therainy
season to collect and distribute second-generation fish
to new ponds. (Rainy conditionsmakeit safeto lower
pond levelsto collect thefish sincewe can be
confident the pond will quickly fill again.) One pond,
initialy stocked with twelvewild fish, provided over
150 fish, another yielded 80 for distribution. (These
areinadditionto fish thefamilieshave aready begun
harvestingto edt.)

Jatu huani, one of the Amazonian cichlids
collected from flood plain lakes and now
reproducing in Secoya ponds.

Unlike hatchery-produced fish, thesefish will continue
to reproduce naturaly in ponds and becomea
permanent resource for Secoyafamilies Weare
working toimproveour knowledge of thesefishand
the best methodsto raisethem sincethese are not fish
that have been previoudy used inaquaculture. In
addition, wewill continueto occasiondly collect wild
broodstock sincewe need enough new fishto ensure
genetic variety inour stock.

Nancy Piaguaje releases 2nd-generation finger -
lingsinto her pond. They and their offspring will
provide food for her family.

L ooking Ahead

Thefollowing are some of the new activitiesweamto
beginin 2005.

e Expangonof our Indigenous Aquaculture
Initiative. LasLianashopesto develop villageto
villagetraining, drawing on Secoyaexpertiseand
experiencewithtwo communitieson the Napo
River to thesouth of Secoyaterritory.

o Tdlingthetruth about Occidentd Qil. OXY’s
advertising inEcuador dams that itis“ Cresting
the Future” through sustainable devel opment and
respect for indigenous cultures. Wewill usethe
Secoyaexperience, aswell astherecord of the
OXY’sdedingswith other indigenous groups, to
tell the Ecuadorian peoplethetrue story.

e Regiond Environmenta Monitoring: The
monitoring we and the Secoyaare carrying out
providesimportant data about theimpacts of ail
development, but it isjust onesmall perspective
on avery large problem. Soon we hopeto help
start aregiond effort for environmental monitoring
with other indigenous communities affected by oil .
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